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Pro-Climate Congress demonstrates Polish industry’s aspirations to take up clean technologies
Brussels, 23 September 2009: EPEE, representing the European Heating, Cooling and Refrigeration Industry, co-hosted on 14 September Pro-Climate 2009, the International Congress of Climate Protection in Refrigeration, Air-Conditioning and Heat Pump technology, together with the Polish National Refrigeration Forum (KFCh) and the Poznań International Fair (MTP) in Poznań, Poland. 
Almost one year after the COP 14 was held in Poznań, EPEE co-organised a conference together with KFCh and MTP to gather the HVCAR industry, retailers, decision-makers, academia and NGOs to spread awareness about the requirements which Poland will have to comply with under EU law, and to discuss the opportunities brought about by these EU laws for Poland. The conference was held under the official patronage of the President of the European Parliament, Mr Jerzy Buzek. 
Over 200 participants attended the meeting, among whom high level politicians from the Agriculture and Environment Ministries, and in particular the Polish Minister of Agriculture Mr Marek Śawicki. Addressing the audience in a welcoming speech, Minister Śawicki stressed the importance of the refrigeration sector and cool chain for the agricultural industry. 
Friedrich Busch, Director General of the European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE), said “EPEE is delighted to support this conference and we are very grateful to KFCh and MTP for their hard work and dedication to make this conference a success. EPEE is committed to supporting better implementation of EU laws in the Member States and in this regard considers Poland as a critical country due to its political weight and market size in Europe.” 
As the first speaker of today’s conference, Tim Vink, Director Regulatory Affairs at Honeywell and member of EPEE, gave a general overview of the EU legislation affecting the use of refrigerants; a regulatory framework which consists of over 20 different laws ranging from the F-Gas Regulation to REACH to WEEE and RoHS. Mr Marek Wawryniuk, Vice-President of KFCh, continued by explaining the duties and benefits of the new legislation for operators and concluded by saying: “The F-Gas Regulation legally binds users to reduce their use of refrigerants and thereby their operational costs, with as a wonderful side effect that the environmental will become cleaner”. 
Mr Ryszard Pazdan from the Business Centre Club from his side expressed concerns about the lack of speed within which EU regulations are implemented at the Polish National Level. Mr Miroslaw Lewiński from the Ministry of Environment assured the audience however that the Polish government is working on a national plan to reach its 15% renewable energy target set by the EU for 2020 and that the government is expecting a lot from energy efficiency and co-generation.
Mr Joop Hoogkamer, the representative of AREA, the European association of RAC contractors, presented the success of the STEK scheme in the Netherlands, which has served as a basis for the EU F-Gas Regulation. He stressed nevertheless that a critical success factor to the F-Gas Regulation is the establishment of an independent EU-wide certification body for personal and companies.  A representative of the Chief Inspectorate for the Environment noted the excellent relationship it had developed with the Polish refrigeration industry over time and that it is counting on this relationship to correctly enforce the F-Gas Regulation once it will be transposed, after a slight delay, into national legislation in Poland in 2010.
Talking about refrigerants, a major Polish supermarket chain revealed to the audience that it had seriously investigated the potential of natural refrigerants, but that they had come to the conclusion that they would encounter a 10-20% energy efficiency penalty. Throughout the conference, participants also raised additional concerns about the safety aspects of natural refrigerants. 
Participants also repeatedly stressed the need to find a balance between the environmental footprint of a technology and its cost-aspects as Poland is currently going through a serious economic recession. Given that Polish household’s energy use is mostly coal-based, increasing energy efficiency is perceived as the only credible method to achieve CO2 reductions quickly and efficiently.
The late afternoon session of the conference was dedicated to heat pumps which are now recognised under EU law as a renewable energy technology, with speakers from the Polish Academy of Science, Mr Thomas Nowak from the European Heat Pump Association (EHPA) which recently joined EPEE as a member, Ms Hilde Dhont from Heat Pump Manufacturer Daikin Europe and Mr Brunon Grochal from the Polish Heat Pump Association. The audience showed great interest in the heat pump technology and repeatedly called upon the Polish government to deploy this technology and introduce incentive schemes currently being undertaken across Europe. Due to the low average income in Poland, the costs of heating are a heavy burden for a majority of Polish families. Without any financial incentives, it will be very difficult for Polish families to invest in heat pumps. 
Mr Grzegorz Michalski, President of the KFCh, closed the meeting by saying that the congress was certainly not the end but, in fact, the start of the joint process of KFCh and EPEE to stimulate the uptake of clean technologies and best practice in Poland. He further stressed that “the refrigeration sector is often perceived as a source of problems and pollution, but in fact we are part of the solution.”
End.
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Notes to the Editor:

The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) represents the heating, cooling and refrigeration industry in Europe. It represents a broad-based group of responsible companies, national associations and European associations active in the European heat-pump, air-conditioning and refrigeration industry. It was formed in September 2000 to contribute to the development of effective European policies to increase energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gases from the use of refrigerants.  Further information can be found on-line at www.epeeglobal.org. 

KFCh - National Refrigeration Forum is an association of employers. It associates over 120 companies active in the refrigeration and air conditioning sector: installers, services, traders, producers. Most members are small and medium companies. The mission of KFCh is to aggregate the national sector of refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pumps and to support the sector development. The association takes part in consulting and creating new legislation and in implementation of new regulation (i.e. installers certification). www.forum-chlodnictwa.org.pl
MTP - International Poznan Fairs are the first Polish and second Central-Eastern Europe fairs organizers. The events (fairs, congresses, conferences) gather over 500.000 visitors - form both Poland and abroad. The fair infrastructure is the biggest Polish one: 16 high class air-conditioned pavilions, almost 150 000m² of exhibition area (110 000 m² in halls and 35 000 m² of open space) and 81 modern conference halls. The fairs are also responsible for Polish companies’ exposition at over 50 fairs and exhibitions abroad. www.mtp.pl









