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The RAC industry has solutions to offer in the fight against climate change
Brussels, 21 January 2010: The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) regrets that no binding agreement was reached in Copenhagen and encourages Governments world-wide to set higher energy efficiency standards. 
Improving the energy efficiency of refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pump equipment as well as increasing the use of renewable energy technologies are EPEE members’ key priorities. 

Andrea Voigt, EPEE’s Director General, explains: “EPEE’s objective is twofold: As an association we contribute to the development of effective policies at EU level to bring down CO2 emissions. As individual companies, our members are committed to making our industry progress by developing energy efficient components and systems.”
More than ever in the aftermath of Copenhagen, energy efficiency is at the top of the EU agenda, in an attempt to reach the target of limiting the global temperature increase to 2°C. The Creation of the Commission’s new Directorate General (DG) on Energy, to be headed by Germany’s Günther Oettinger, is one important pillar of the European commitment to promote the so called “fifth fuel”, energy efficiency. 

Among Mr. Oettinger’s priorities are: the updating and evaluation of the existing EU energy efficiency action plan and, based on the results, the elaboration of a new, detailed follow-up action plan with concrete short-term measures to achieve the current EU target of increasing energy efficiency by 20%. 
“Our industry has a lot to offer when it comes to increasing energy efficiency. EPEE therefore works closely with EU institutions at all levels to make sure that our voice is heard and that all the solutions our industry is able to provide will be taken into account”, Andrea continues. “Even if EPEE regrets that the Copenhagen agreement is not legally binding and less comprehensive than we would have hoped, we believe that it must at least to be taken as a starting point. We therefore urge governments worldwide to set higher energy efficiency standards in order to achieve the 2°C target.”
In practical terms, EPEE’s main priorities for the coming months include:

· the on-going promotion of the European Directive on Renewable Energies at EU Member State level to make sure that all heat pump types, whether aerothermal or geothermal, are recognized as renewable energies and as such included in national subsidy schemes; 

· the responsible handling of refrigerants and their careful selection in view of achieving energy efficient systems, 

· and the on-going implementation of the European Ecodesign Directive by providing detailed technical information on RAC equipment falling under the Directive.
Andrea concludes: “We at EPEE support ambitious reduction objectives and hope that the next Conference of the Parties in Mexico will lead to binding commitments in order to reduce global emissions and guarantee fair international competition. Meanwhile, we are committed to increasing the energy efficiency of RAC and heat pump equipment and, by doing so, supporting the EU in achieving its objectives.”
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Notes to the Editor:

The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) is the de facto voice of the heating, cooling and refrigeration industry in Europe. It represents a broad-based group of responsible companies, national associations and European associations active in the European heat-pump, air-conditioning and refrigeration industry. It was formed in September 2000 to contribute to the development of effective European policies to increase energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gases from the use of refrigerants.  Further information can be found on-line at www.epeeglobal.org. 

