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EPEE welcomes European Commission’s efforts to enhance awareness of the CE marking
Brussels, 18 June 2010: Although often mistaken for being a proof of manufacturing in Europe, the EU’s CE label in fact ensures compliance with all relevant EU legislation, both for products manufactured in the EEA as well as for products imported from third countries. However, the label faces a serious lack of awareness. Industry and Entrepreneurship Commissioner Antonio Tajani has now decided to tackle this crucial issue by launching an information campaign on the CE marking in the Member States. 
The industry association EPEE shares the Commission’s concerns about the lack of awareness among users of the CE marking, which currently applies to 23 different product categories. Indeed, the refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pump industry (HVACR sector), represented by EPEE, is directly concerned by a large range of EU Regulations and Directives such as Eco-Design of Energy using Products (EuP), Energy-labelling, EPBD, WEEE, RoHS, and REACH. 

Ensuring a level-playing field for manufacturers in the European market is a key issue for EPEE’s members who employ more than 200,000 people in the EU. Compliance with EU legislation combined with effective market surveillance is key to achieving this objective. 

Therefore, EPEE strongly supports the Commission’s efforts to increase awareness of the CE marking, and applauds the fact that the role and credibility of CE marking will be reinforced now that the New Legislative Framework for the EU internal market for goods has entered into force. 

EPEE fully agrees with the Commission’s assessment that “surveillance efforts are still largely guided by national priorities” and that, taking into account globalisation and increased third country imports, “it is increasingly difficult to justify a purely national approach to enforcement.” 

Furthermore, EPEE is eager to assist the EU institutions in ensuring that the European co-operation for Accreditation (EA) gets the public recognition and authority required to provide accreditation services to all Notified Bodies. The EA has indeed a crucial role to play, taking into account that “some Member States have more stringent criteria than others for designation of Notified Bodies, which results in an uneven playing field in Europe.”
 
* * *

For further information, please contact:
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Notes to the Editor:

Founded in September 2000, The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) is the voice of the refrigeration, air-conditioning and heat pump industry in Europe. It is composed of 40 companies, national and international associations, realizing a turnover of more than 30 Billion Euro and employing more than 200,000 people in Europe. As an expert association EPEE is supporting safe, environmentally and economically viable technologies with the objective to promote a better understanding of the sector in the EU and to contribute to the development of effective European policies. Further information can be found on-line at www.epeeglobal.org. 

Additional reading:

-          Commission press release “CE marking makes Europe's market yours”, announcing the information campaign 
-          Commission press release on CE marking - MEMO/10/257
-          The New Legislative Framework
