[image: image1.jpg]x %

EPEE (%)

European Partnership for Energy
and the Environment





Commissioner Hedegaard meets with EPEE: No low carbon economy without energy-efficient heating and cooling

Brussels, 31 March 2011: Commissioner Hedegaard emphasizes the role of energy efficiency and climate friendly technologies to increase Europe’s competitiveness. Next to agriculture and transport, existing buildings have been identified as key to reduce CO2 emissions.
“Energy efficiency should have a much bigger role than it has today. Not only to reduce CO2 emissions but also to increase our independency of energy resources”, said Climate Action Commissioner Connie Hedegaard at a meeting organized by the European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) end of March. “Europe is not going to be a world leader due to cheap labor – we need to lead in innovation, and we need to make green, innovative solutions more attractive”, she pursued. 

Commission targets on energy efficiency, however, are far from being achieved. Whilst Europe is perfectly on track for reaching the binding targets of a 20% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and a 20% increase in renewable energies, currently only a 9% increase in energy efficiency is expected by 2020. 

Next to agriculture and transport, buildings and even more so existing buildings offer enormous potential to improve energy efficiency. Kjeld Staerk, EPEE Chairman and President of Danfoss Global Services explained that “some 40% of energy demand comes from heating, cooling and refrigeration. Between now and 2050 efficient heating, ventilation, air-conditioning and refrigeration products will make a tremendous contribution to a low-carbon economy. EPEE members are investing in new technologies and are continuously striving to produce innovative, energy efficient solutions.” 

Commissioner Hedegaard encouraged EPEE members in their innovation efforts by announcing that the Commission is considenring  an “innovation accelerator tool”.

EPEE presented to the Commissioner its support for ambitious energy efficiency requirements under the eco-design directive that promote the potential of future technologies.
On the burning issue of the F-Gas Regulation 842/2006, which is currently under revision, Commissioner Hedegaard emphasized that she supported choices for consumers and said “I don’t want a society where politicians tell people what to do”.

Andrea Voigt, EPEE’s director general underlined EPEE’s commitment to maintain and strengthen the F-Gas Regulation. “A stable and predictable regulatory environment is a key driver for technological innovation”, she said. The Commission is currently evaluating the effectiveness of the existing F-Gas Regulation. The results of the analysis are expected to be published by September.

Ends.
Notes to the Editor:
The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) represents the refrigeration, air-conditioning and heat pump industry in Europe. Founded in the year 2000, EPEE’s membership is composed of 40 member companies and national associations across Europe realising a turnover of over 30 billion Euros and employing more than 200,000 people in Europe.  As an expert association, EPEE is supporting safe, environmentally and economically viable technologies with the objective of promoting a better understanding of the sector in the EU and contributing to the development of effective European policies. For more information please visit: www.epeeglobal.org
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