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EPEE is a proud sponsor of the European Heat Pump Summit in Nuremberg
Brussels, 8 September 2009: EPEE, representing the European Heating, Cooling and Refrigeration Industry, welcomes the European Heat Pump Summit organised by Chillventa in Nuremberg, Germany, on 9-10 September. EPEE is very pleased that Chillventa is using this summit to promote heat pumps. 
The EU Directive on the Promotion of Renewable Energy Sources which became EU legislation in June this year requires Member States to increase their share of renewable energy in their national energy mix in an effort to boost the EU's total share to 20% by 2020. Under this piece of legislation aerothermal and hydrothermal energy, used by heat pumps, were recognised for the first time under EU law as sources of renewable energy.  
In addition to helping the EU Member States reach their renewable energy targets, a greater uptake of heat pumps will drastically reduce EU consumers’ heating and cooling costs. 
Friedrich Busch, Director General of the European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE), said “Although technology of heat pumps already exists for many years, due to investment costs people used to opt for the technology for environmental reasons only. However, the increased costs of primary energy have resulted in that these investment costs are now gained back very quickly. Already after a few years building owners and consumers now greatly benefit as the system will have drastically reduced their energy costs. In addition, many Member States are now putting in place incentive schemes. 
Even though the technology is widely used in countries such as Sweden, Germany and France, it still has a big market to conquer in other Member States. It is therefore very important that industry gives the technology the attention it deserves, and therefore we are very grateful to Chillventa for organising this European Heat Pump Summit”. 
End.
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Notes to the Editor:

The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) is the de facto voice of the heating, cooling and refrigeration industry in Europe. It represents a broad-based group of responsible companies, national associations and European associations active in the European heat-pump, air-conditioning and refrigeration industry. It was formed in September 2000 to contribute to the development of effective European policies to increase energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gases from the use of refrigerants.  Further information can be found on-line at www.epeeglobal.org. 

Background to Heat Pumps

A heat pump is a device which transfers heat energy from one place to another. In heating applications, the heat is extracted from renewable energy sources such as air, water and ground, and delivered to where it is needed. In cooling applications, the reverse happens and the heat is removed, to be discharged to the ambient air, water or ground.   Heat pumps use aerothermal energy (stored in the air), geothermal energy (stored in the ground), or hydrothermal energy (stored in standing water).

Heat pumps have efficiency levels of 300% and more measured on coefficient of performance (COP), and offer an optimal choice for heating, in terms of reduced carbon emissions, use of primary energy, and lower operating costs for the consumer. Heat pumps have the ability to offer space heating and domestic hot water reliably during the whole year and even function when outdoor conditions are far below 0°C.

Under the new European Directive on the Promotion of Renewable Energy sources, part of the so-called Climate Change Package which was adopted in December 2008, the EU Member States pledged to increase their share of renewable energy in final energy demand in an effort to boost the EU's total share to 20% by 2020.

Under this new legislation heat pumps were fully recognised as a renewable energy technology, alongside windmills and solar panels. 









